
The Wednesday Word, August 15, 2018: The Gospel: Our Best Friend

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without
spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? Hebrews 9:14

We often feel that we are not worth saving …  and this, of course, is an accurate assessment. As
Spurgeon said, “When you feel yourself as totally unworthy you have hit the truth.” That is why,
as we grow in grace, the Gospel is our best friend.

Let me illustrate. The story is told of how the devil sought to discourage the mighty reformer
Martin Luther by continually making him feel guilty.  Satan, it seems constantly reminded the
great preacher of the list of his sins. When the devil had finished, Luther purportedly said,
“Think harder: you must have forgotten some.” And the devil did think, and he listed more sins.
When he was done enumerating the sins, Luther said, “Now, with a red ink write over that list,
“The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.” The devil had nothing to say in
the light of Luther’s best friend … the Gospel.

As we look by faith to the Lord Jesus, and see His shed blood, we find healing for our wounded
conscience.   By faith, we understand that His blood has satisfied all claims that unalterable
divine justice made against us.

The Gospel is our best friend.

Our sins have been purged perfectly by a perfect offering made with perfect blood. These are the
truths to continually feed to the troubled conscience.

If we are regularly condemned by the consciousness of our past sins, we have an evil conscience
(Hebrews 10:22).  However, the Gospel gives us a perfect conscience that is free from the guilt
and condemnation of sins.

The Gospel is our best friend.

I will admit that the legalist in me is sometimes uncomfortable with this arrangement.  Maybe
you are like me, resistant, at times, to the accomplishments of grace? This is why we need to
continually saturate our minds with the Gospel. When we find ourselves more conscious of our
former sins than we are of the accomplishments of Christ on our behalf, we need to cleanse our
thinking by applying Finished Work teaching to our thinking.

The Gospel is our best friend.

Do you know that your sins are forgiven? Someone says, “I can’t say that they are, but I am
doing my best to change my life.” That’s great, but it will never work! You can do your best to
reform, but that will never purge your conscience. Only applying the blood of Christ can do that.

The Gospel is our best friend.



 Christ, as a man, was the Servant of Yahweh, the one in whom the Father delighted. It was the
Father’s purpose to save and cleanse a people for Himself, and His plans were flawlessly
executed by His beloved Son, the God/Man. It is only by the shedding of His blood that we are
saved, and that blood was shed 2000 years ago at Calvary. The work is finished. He gave His life
a ransom for the sins of His people (Isaiah 53:10).  Do you know this? Is this truly personal to
you?

Our best religious efforts cannot cleanse the conscience. But the Lord wants us to hear him say
“Be of good cheer; your sins, which are many, are forgiven” (Matthew 9:2).

What can prevent us going to Him? Our sins?  No, it is our sin that is the reason to approach
Him.  Let us go to Him with freedom of speech (see Hebrews 4:16) to obtain mercy and grace to
help in the time of need. He alone can purge the guilty conscience and give peace to the troubled
mind.

The Gospel is our best friend.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


