
Wednesday Word, December 9, 2015: Gospel Salvation

What a comforting truth to know that the Lord is the God of Salvation.  He brings salvation. With Him
is salvation. But above all else, He Himself is our salvation. The gospel truth is that salvation is not a
something but a someone (Exodus 15:2; Psalm 27:1; Psalm 38:22).

Simeon confirmed this.  Do you remember him?  Just after the birth of Christ, we find Simeon dwelling
in Jerusalem.  The Holy Spirit was upon him.  Indeed, the Holy Spirit had revealed unto him that he
would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. One day, as he came, by the Spirit, into the Temple,
Mary and Joseph were bringing the child Jesus in to fulfil the custom of the law. They met! Simeon
instantly took the baby up in his arms, and blessed God, saying, ‘Lord, now let your servant depart in
peace, according to Thy word for my eyes have seen Thy salvation.’  Salvation was declared by Simeon
to be a person … …and the person was Jesus (see Luke 2:25-29).

We don’t know where Simeon was born. We don’t know who his parents were. We don’t know what
Simeon did for a living. We don’t know what he looked like. We don’t know if Simeon was rich or
poor. We don’t know what other people thought of him. But this we do know, Simeon had lived in the
expectancy of seeing the Lord’s Messiah. And he saw Him when he held the baby Jesus.

Simeon held Jesus in his arms and recognised what millions have come to know and that is, Jesus is
God’s salvation.  Jesus is salvation because He is fully God and fully man.  He is, therefore, the one
who is uniquely equipped to save.  Jesus is the revelation of the One True and Living God. All that we
may know about God has been spoken and demonstrated in Christ. Christ is the truth. He is the truth
about God.  He is the truth about man.  He is the truth about the past.  All God’s plans and purposes
were bound up in Him. He is the truth about the future. His death andresurrectionwere end time
events.  They point to the Last Judgment and our resurrection. It is no wonder then that we are to know
nothing but Christ and Him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).

Furthermore, Jesus was uniquely equipped to save because He was sinless. He, Himself, is our
Salvation.
Imagine the best person that you’ve ever met or known.  Imagine if they offered to pay for your
sins.  We’d admire them for their unusual offer. But there’s just one problem …. God would not accept
their proposal. Why not? Because that truly amazing person, with the excellent offer, is a sinner
themselves.

We are all sinners.  None of us are in a position to act as a substitute for someone else’s sin.

Jesus, on the other hand, was sinless. He was, therefore, able to become the substitute for His people.
And, because He is the infinite God, He is able to pay the penalty for the sin for us. That’s why, He is
our Salvation!  When Simeon held Jesus in his arms and said, “… my eyes have seen your salvation,”
he was saying, “Here is the one, the only one.  Here is the One who saves to the uttermost.  Here is the
one who saves when no one else can.”

We talk about God’s plan of salvation, but in truth, Jesus is God’s man of salvation. Redemption is in
Him (Romans 3:24). Only through His doing, dying and rising again is there to be discovered the free
and gracious gift of eternal life.



He is our Salvation.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


