
The Wednesday Word, April 27, 2016: Is Jesus Enough for your Religion? Part 2

It is a hard and bitter pill to swallow, but the truth is, everything we do is flawed! But does that matter?
It certainly does if we are relying on our religious rituals to get us to Heaven. However, if we are
relying exclusively on Jesus, His person and performance, then we are already saved. We have no need
to work to gain something from God. Christ’s perfections and righteousness have now delivered and
set us free to enjoy Him. If we truly believe that Jesus is enough, then we must accept that we have
been brought out from the dreary treadmill of religious performance. Now, as those who have been
delivered from the tyranny of having to impress God with our works, we find that there is life abundant
in the Gospel.

Will everything we do for Jesus from this time onwards be perfect? It’s exceedingly doubtful (Jeremiah
17:9). Will those around us who are following Jesus do everything correctly? It’s not likely! If this
were continually remembered, then there would be fewer fussings and fightings among the followers
of Jesus.  Disappointments would diminish, and disillusion would disappear.  So many have broken
off fellowship and gone out on their own because another flawed, imperfect Christian, just like them,
hurt them.  Or maybe it was the Pastor! He ran off with the piano player! So let’s all quit!  Wait a
minute, is Jesus not enough for us? He didn’t hurt us or for that matter run off with anyone. He is
faithful, loyal and genuine! Are His faithfulness and loyalty enough for us?

In times like those, I’d forgotten that Jesus is enough!

Remember this, the church, although it is comprised of followers of Jesus, is really a hospital for
hurting people; it’s full of the walking wounded. Don’t be surprised, then, when one of them turns
around and bites you. But as for us, let’s keep our eyes on Jesus. He did no sin, there was no deceit in
Him, yet He, "was numbered among the transgressors. We all deserve condemnation, but we have been
acquitted by mercy, love and grace working together in concert with God’s justice. Now we are
pronounced not guilty, not because of our religion, but because of the person and performance of the
Lamb.

Let me ask you then, what do we have that we didn’t receive by grace? He was condemned, we got the
acquittal! He suffered, we got the peace. He was put to shame, we inherit glory! He was put to death,
we got the abundance of life. Our sins were imputed to Him. His righteousness is imputed to us. This
is Amazing Grace!

Why then are we so judgmental towards other weak, frail and flawed followers? We need grace, so do
they! What’s so special about us that our rights must be preserved? Jesus had rights, yet He laid them
down. He went to the cross where He was mocked as an impostor. He had the right to save Himself,
but He laid it down. So now, all that we have, and are, and hope for, is due to the doing and dying of
Jesus. That’s the kind of religion’s that is enough for us.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


