
The Wednesday Word, October 5, 2016: The Purged Conscience

The work that purges the conscience has already been done and dusted. The more we understand this,
the more we see there is no need for a guilty dread before the Father. The truth of the Gospel really
does set us free. That is why a Gospel-educated conscience keeps us in perfect peace.

Of course, the truth of the purged conscience is only for those who have come to terms with their
personal guilt.  If you’ve seen, that by nature, you are a sinner, a dyed in the wool, incurable sinner.
And, if you, as that wretched sinner, have by faith embraced the cross in repentance and are resting on
the finished work alone, then a cleansed conscience is part of your inheritance.

The cleansed conscience sees that God Himself has disposed of our sins in a manner which has satisfied
Him (Isaiah 38:17).

The question now is not whether or not the Father is satisfied that our sins have been paid for and put
away.  The question is, are we convinced that this has been done?  Is our conscience informed about
the accomplishments of God through the blood? Or is the guilt of old sins proving to have a longer
than usual shelf life?  Are old sins casting long shadows?  If so, we need to apply the Gospel to
ourselves.

Here’s the newsflash. The Father has laid all our sins on His spotless, sinless Son. This is the Lord’s
doing and it is marvellous in our sight. Christ the Lamb poured out His blood and took our sins
away.  The blackest and worst of our sins have gone.  They were laid on Christ Jesus, and now they
are no more. The man who represents us before God has taken them away, and they will never again
be found (Isaiah 43:25).

These truths, when received by faith, will heal the conscience.

But our capacity for unbelief is staggering. We know, in theory, that the Father is satisfied with the
blood.  We say we believe that to be the case, yet we scrape out an ever limping, frustrating Christian
existence supported only by a broken and troubled conscience.  Is it that our sin is too great for the
blood?  Is it that our case is too extreme for God?  I hate to tell you, but if you think like that, it is
nothing other than self-righteousness.  What is so extraordinary about your sin that the blood of Christ
cannot take it away?

If God assures us that our sins are taken away, then they are taken away!  The man who represented
you at the cross is now in heaven seated on the Throne of Cosmic Majesty! This means that we can,
right now, enjoy the truth of a purged conscience.

May these truths sink into us. We will never be any more righteous than the blood of Christ has made
us. We will never be more accepted than we already are in the ‘Beloved One' (Ephesians 1:6). Works
could not get us into right standing with God, and our failings cannot get us out.  Peace with God and
freedom from all condemnation can only be obtained and maintained in the Gospel.

And that’s the Gospel Truth!


